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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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PTOL-326 (Rev. 1 -04) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 07092004 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 9, the term "game" is 
repeated. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(a) as being anticipated by Mattice et 
al (USPN 6,454,649). 

Regarding claims 1-6, 13-15, 20-26, 30 and 31, Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 
4:35-67, col. 5:1-12 and col. 7:41-67, discloses a gaming machine comprising a value input 
device, a displayed mechanical device operable during both a base game and a special feature 
game; an illumination source adapted to illuminate the displayed mechanical device, and a 
controller operatively coupled to the value input device, the displayed mechanical device and the 
illumination source, the controller comprising a processor and a memory coupled to the 
processor, the controller being programmed to allow a player to make a wager to play the base 
game, detect a first indication to play the special feature game, and in response to detecting the 
first indication, illuminate the illumination source to change an appearance of the displayed 
mechanical device. Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67, col. 5:1-12, col. 6:41-67 
and col. 7:1-41, discloses wherein the base wagering game is selected from the group consisting 
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of mechanical slots, video slots, video poker, video blackjack, video keno and video bingo. 
Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67, col. 5:1-12, col. 6:41-67 and col. 7:1-41, 
discloses wherein the special feature game comprises a bonus game and wherein the special 
feature game comprises a secondary game requiring an additional wager. Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, 
col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67, col. 5:1-12, col. 7:1-41 and col. 8:42-67, discloses wherein changing 
the appearance comprises illuminating an illumination source of the gaming machine, and 
wherein the illumination source is elected from the group consisting of black-light. Mattice, in 
FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67, col. 5:1-12, col. 6:9-67, col. 7:1-41 and col. 8:1-67, 
discloses detecting a first indication to play a bonus game that utilizes the plurality of mechanical 
reels; in response to detecting the first indication, changing a color of the plurality of mechanical 
spinning reels; detecting a second indication to terminate play of the bonus game; and in 
response to detecting the second indication, restoring the color to the plurality of mechanical 
spinning reels. 

Regarding claims 7-12, 16-19 and 27-29, Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35- 
67, col. 5:1-12, col. 6:9-67, col. 7:1-41, col. 8:1-67 and col. 9:1-37, discloses wherein changing 
the appearance comprises overlaying a video image upon the mechanical device, wherein the 
mechanical device comprises a plurality of mechanical spinning reels, and wherein the 
mechanical device comprises mechanical dice. Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67, 
col. 5:1-12, col. 6:9-67, col. 7:1-41, col. 8:1-67, col. 9:1-37 and col. 11:1-67, discloses wherein 
the mechanical device comprises a wheel, and wherein the indication is based on a selection by a 
player. Mattice, in FIGS. 1-10, col. 3:34-61, col. 4:35-67 and col. 5:1-12, discloses wherein the 
indication is based on a triggering event occurring during base wagering game play. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to R. Mendoza whose telephone number is (703) 305-7345. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the primary examiner, 
John Hotaling, can be reached at (703) 305-0780. The USPTO official fax number is (703) 872- 
9306. 
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